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English freeman's political instinct the prac-
tical bearings of his subject, and in his
broad, comprehensive survey disclosed that
large American apprehension of freedom
and nationality which, underlay the best
thought of his time. His pamphlet is not
a piece of elegant writing, and it is intro-
duced by superficial theorizing; but the
practical value is great. Thoughts which
have so entered into our pplitical conscious-
ness as to be trite and commonplace are
presented as the new possession of a young
man lately from college, and it is fair to
judge of the current speculation of his time
by the results here gathered into logical
order. Webster, as I said before, may be
taken in this pamphlet as an admirable ex-
ample of the American political thinker,
who has worked out, under the new condi-
tions of this continent, ideas and principles
which his ancestors brought from England.
He thinks he has invented something new,
but the worth of his thought is in its expe-
rience. In a period when every one was
engaged in rearranging the universe upon
some improved plan of his own, it is not
surprising that those who thought they had